
GREAT IS ZION CITY,AND VOLIVA IS ITS PROPHET
By H. W. BETTINGHAU.S Drawing by ALBERT LEVERING

CHICAGO.

TRAVELERS who had occasion to wake
the ninety-mile journey between ««Chi-

JL cago and Milwaukee on the Chicatgo &
Northwestern Railroad in the summier

f 1001 were surprised to see that a larg<*
jipjboard had been erected about hatf way

between the two cities. It bore the 3cgen<!
"Zien City, «5.300 acres." and below the Jetter¬

ez w3S a bird's*-eye view of the proposed
town site. The picture showed the wonderful
.narble temple which was to be, th« great
««arks, and the boulevards with Biblicaf names

radiating from them.in fact, the -giganth-
oenboard was a masterpiece of an architect's

imagination and the sign painter's crarft.

That signboard, however, marked the birth¬

place of Zion City and the first st««p in ful-
---T. the dreams of John Alexander Dowie.

ejf.styled Elijah III. for a great religious
colony. Dowie did not live to sec the comple¬
tion of the city. The original sign-board has

long since disappeared, as have n*any othc*-

cignboards marking various epochs in the his-

iorj . the city- signboards constructed by the
1 , t.. signboards constructed by the "inde¬

pendents" er "non-believers".but. through It
all Zion City itself ha* prospered.

Dowie's Tax Bills
Started Zion

Dowie came tn America fror* Australia
"broke" and in ten years he had achieved won¬

ders. He came to Chicago in th«? early '90s,
end in less than ten years, after Weing laughed
a?, scorned, fought and ridicule»i, he found
himself enormously wealthy an»d paying a

heavy tax to the city and state. He appealed
for relief from those taxe* on t|ie ground of
his religion, and when this was rrfused he de¬
rided to found a city for himself, where, if any
taxes had to he paid, they \vou£ld be paid to
him. Thus v.a-- Zion City conceiived.
He called upon his followers, uho numbered

many thousands, for ail, and soon the money
began pouring in. Real estafe fnen were sent
out, options en land were, taken and in 1901
Zior. City became a reality. At first it con¬

sisted of only the signboard bry the railroad
tracks. Then tents, huts and houses sprang
up, and tire end cf the first yesar saw several
factories in operation and rmore than 3,000
persons living in the city.

During the early growth of tjhe city the out¬
side world looked on, laughed and waited for
Dowie's bubble to hurst, but the little city
struggled on. Many things happened to threat-
en its future, none more serious than its
founder and overseer's attempt; to reform New
York, but. despite everything it prospered and
continued U> grow.

Dowie's campaign against the wicked, ne¬

farious City of New York, wfrere liquor, gam¬
bling, smoking and general "ciissednc^s" flour¬
ished, will long be remembfsred. With .'1,000
«if his followers lie desoenci-cd upon the inr-

trop.nli- prepared to drive out the devil or die
in the attempt. The campaign, which, inci¬
dentally, was not a success, drained the treas¬

ury of Zion City. $300.000 being wasted, and
«hen bankruptcy proceedings wore started the
city found itself unable to pay its bills.
A receiver was appointai and took charge.

Affair:; were straightened out. The bills were

paid and the city found itse2f on its feet again,
Lut with another overseer in charge. Uowic
had become ill and had sent for Wilbur Glenn
Voliva, a young Indiana minister, who had
made a success in other fields. Ho made him
deputy overseer, with full power, and went.

»way to Mexico to recuperate. Voliva investi¬
gated and found things cotnsiderably run down.
He had the strength and courage to talk out
ioud where others had only \\hispered, and
Dowie, rushing hurriedly back from Mexico,
found his power gone. He tried hard to re-

Cain it, but two years later he died and Voliva
was in complete control.

¿ion Is a Model
City.for Zionites

Then followed years of strife. There were

numerous onslaught« from "independent?,"
"non-beüevers," "religious fools and idiots,"
"stinkpots" and "infidels,'' the stories of all of
*lnch are written in a photographic history of
;'ie city's signboards, until to-day Zion City is
a model city.for Zionites.
Thai little exception, "for Zionites,'' how-

ev«r, has been the cause of much discord and
'iissension. There have been lawsuits and
'udgrner.ti, lejrislative quizzes and investiga¬
ron», finer, and penalties, for Zion City now

'umbers among its inhabitants thousands of
arsons who are "independents," "non-believ-
er5-" etc., according to the true Zionites, and
- times these have hotly rebelled against the
r'^eB laid down by the city fathers.
Zion City's creed is that Zion City is a city

*°r Zionists. Others are welcome if they be-
h*ve themselves, if they live up to the Ten
^rantandments and a ieV7 otilGrs inaugurated
to Dowie and Voliva, and if they don't like it
rll«y can get out. And thus we find a city of
"»ay thousand inhabitants where smoking,
'^earing, gambling and drinking are against
'-"e law, punishable by fines; where peek-a-boo
Aajsts, low-cut dresses and short sleeves and
5 lrts are taboo and doctors and drug stores
*re forbidden.

,
">. first thought which strikes the visitor
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The universe as authorized by the Rev. Wilbur Glenn Voliva, astronomical as well as spiritual guide of Zion City3K-«t£.

TJtTILBl'R GLENN VOUVA. successor to John Alexander Dotvie, the othet tiny brushed
aside- all the findings of science icith regard to the formation of the. earth. Ac¬

cording to Mr. Voliva, the sky is o. vast dome of -olid material, from tvhieh the sun,

moon and stars are hurta like chandeliers over a flat world. The edge, of the dome, he
explains, rests on a wall of ice which surrounds the flat earth to keep foolhardy

I mariners from tumbling off. Also, Mr. V olivo announced that the sun is a small body

HIchou! forty miles in diameter arid t:l>n:i¡ .'¡.000 miles from the earth, l'existence
flat world has been taught in the Zion scho ols for a considerable time. Mr. I oliva
merely cleared up these further details to set at rest any inquiries among unduly curi¬
ous pupil-, or their parents. Queer place. Zion City.e.ue of the queerest places on
this flat earth. Its sinry. and incident ally the story of Mr. Votiva, who mvkes lítese
scientific pronouncements every once in a while, serves ctr. a reminder that it takes nil
sorts of people to make evt; u tint, icc-iion d, solid-domed, chandelier-lighted world.

to Zion City to-day is, "What can the Zioniti
find for amusement?" Walking out of the

huge depot which has been constructed there
!).> the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad, he
sees a gigantic signboard, even larger than
the old original board which marked the birth
of the city. On this board, in letters many
inches high, one reads: "Zion City. No To
bacco, Whisky, Beer, Theaters. No Poet'"-..

Drugs. Pork, Oysters. A clean city for a

Clean People."
Rather disheartened at the dreary outlook,

especially if his business requires ¦-) stay of
several days in the city, the visitor walks
slowly up Shiloh Boulevard toward the
heart of the city. As he move;-, on lie is
struck by the fact that he sees no one smok

ing, and he misses the idlers one ordinarily
oes in the average American city. There is

an air of business everywhere. No on«- seem.

to bo looking into the shop window;-. Every

one '.*.!io i«, walking or riding seem1- Lo have
some definite destination in mind.

The visitor make- inquiries, and another
signboard is pointed out in him by the Zion-

ites, and he míticos that there are numerous
signs of this nature put up in conspicuous
places about the city. One read- : "If any man
--.'.ill not. work, neither let him cal." and follow-
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One of Zion Ciiy's genial welcome signs. It is planted near the depot, so

stranger can leave the town if he doesn't like the prospect

ing the legend i: the Biblical reference, "II
Thessalonians, iii, 10."
And the ordar r; enforced. There are no

h at'"--., lolling around on the benches in the
parks. There arc no street corner idlers to
clutter up the sidewalk-. During the working
hours of the day the city seems almost desert¬
ed. And as there an no pool hslls or saloons
or theaters to attract loafers and idlers, and
as beggars arc not tolerated and aims net
given, Zion City, truly-, i¿ no paradise for iho
great army of the unsmploy'ed.

But <ho rule against idling is the easier,!
that the authorities have to contend with.
When the factories, textili mills and lace
works of the city ave in full blast there are
thousands of workers in the city who are n >t
members of the Zion church or believers in
the Zion faith, and many of iiv e take as a
personal a.Troni the laws which refuse to al¬
low them to smoke, to eat pork or oyster to
play baseball or football for recreation, to buymedicine or have doctors when they are ¡il. to
fires'- according to (he prevailing styles and not

"^ r-n-\ ^ i-n\

The Tain of the Good Caliph Hy-lan and his Pilgrimage lo the Beach of Faims

By FREDERIC F. VAN DE WATERTALL are the trees of Paradise, even th(

palm trees under which those win-

have followed in the ways of the Profit

may find surcease from their labors

Broad are the beaches of that happy land, and

upon them, lulled by the lapping of the waves,

the faithful of Islam may rest and disport
themselves. For what account are bus lines

and port developments and the welfare of the

people and the machinations of the interests

to those who by probity and wisdom have ob¬

tained hotel reservations in that happy lard

of palms and beaches?
Wherefore, O ye who bow the knee to

Allah, draw near and give ear to the thou¬

sand and thirty-sixth tale told by Sharas3d to

her lord Shahryar. king of king?; even th*»

tale of the good Caliph Hy-lan and the B?ac''

of Palms.
For it came to pass in the fifth year of the

Profit that restlessness overcame-1 the good
Caliph Hy-lan of the Ruddy Countenance. And

the hours that, he spent in his chamber of

state at his paiace, administering the high

justice, the middle and the low, stretched into
dreary length. And when the eventide had
come and he had returned to his own place, he
found no respite or comfort in the combes and
spinneys and bosky del!- of Bushwick,
Th<m at length lifted he up hi- voice ami

spake to the admiral of his ferryboats, even

the Pasha Wha-len, ^a\ing:
"Behold my dreams are tilled with the siglit.-

and sounds of a happier land and it has seemed
to me that I walked once more by the sounding
sea, hand-in-hand with the blessed Willi ihn
Hearst, the Sheik u! Islam. And if appeared
m my dream that we held high converge on

matter= abov*-- the understanding of most men,
while ;:f our* feel the toads and the jellyfish?
walked haud-in-han«-! also. It is therefore my
will teat I see this p!a<*o of my vision. Make
thou therefore the p-'oper arrangements that
1 may go, and scon."

Ther, bowed the Pasha Wha-len saying:
"C Roya' Poinciana, it shall le as thou

commandent, une plea have I to mai-.«": thai
Mion permittest me to accompany thee. For
behold in this cold and dull clime the sartorial
elegance of thy servant hath too long gone
unphotographed, Let us then seek relaxation
and (ha 'movie' men en the Beach of Palms."
And he hastened away to da the Caliph's

bidding. But even as lie went he collided with
a messenger who. entering the presence of
Hy-lan, beat his head upon the carpet and
cried aloud, saying:
"0 torch of Islam, I bring thee sad tid¬

ing:;!"
A.' il the Caliph grev, pale at his words and

r*pake, in a resigned voice:
"I knew it would hiprei. Say on! Is it a

railroad strike or have all the hotels on the
Bench of Palms burned down?"

But the messenger cave answer: "Neither,
0 friend of the poor, but I have been rent to
inform thee that the conspirators who have
plotted to improve the port of this thy city

have completed their machinations, ami are
even now intending to present their plan at
the court of thy enemy the Sultan Nathan the
Curious. And Haroun A] Smith, the foe of
the Sheik ul Islam, leadeth them."
Then said the Caliph Hy-lan:
"I am for the people and Willi ibn lfcar.-t,

;.nd against the interests and Haroun Al
Smith. Wherefore I condemn this plan. Tor,
in the first place, they have consulted me not
i*i its making, and in the second, I have read
it and find it incomprehensible even to the
brightest mind of my realm. "Wherefore I
«hall condemn it openly and at length."
Ami the messenger ventured: "Fountain of

all wisdom, wilt thou journey to the Wells of
A! Bany snd there speak against it?"
Whereat the Caliph gave himself over to

deep thought, and said at length:
"Will th< Pasha Untermyer or El Brown

Effendi be there to oppore and confuse me?"
Then when the messenger had reassured his

lord spake Hy-lan further saying:
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according to city ordinance! and to worship
ey see fit

These, the "hide] endent of ' ity claim,
.-ire persona] Iibert .-¦ whi« '>: be take

'..i-, from them, and many are the ghts and
i« .. the arrests and co h have
" died from the effort ol ''¦ ¦ ant o ti« to
en fon e the Zion it stai lard

Tb« n t rule to ca u a:: eriou di Lu rb-
iuic( was the rule prohibiting f.mokinj The
.¦ orí f O' lb« factoi ol ect( d to thi ig
boards with which the lowi Bearded
prohibiting the u <¦ of tobacco and branding
all smokers a "si nkpol " "I ;,";. bande3 to
gother and openly t* -<;: . lh« treets r c the
¡tj puffing on cigars and cigarett« The po

attempted to st Dp them, bu1 only i
voked fights. The gnboards were torn dowUj
but ol her look heir place
Zion's Momentous Wat
Against the Weed

Th< trouble la ted for a loi g tin e, but
eventually the poli a ithoi ti« *iumphed.
They arrested >¡ le of t e vi lato and fined
them. The defendant appealed and lost, f^"
ourl holding hat the cit rould pr< il
molí ing in crov |( '1 hat brol up e
ici .except for a ¦< v .'¦>' ?d cas:« tubbon

pi rsoi " wanted to kno tituted
a crowd, but the police mar: tratf and tl
judges of Zion ity soon etfled that little
point.

To-day it ¡; k ga: for a pel on to oke in
ion 'ity as long a he ¡; n't i cr« ¦¦..'.. The
inoker walking along th« treet unaccom¬

panied. The polic« man ! oking and
walk up and arr« -ts li . and 1 lilty ol
violating the city ordinance which prohibitl
smoking in crowds- f'if crow ii this il ta
being made up of the smoker and the pol
man. There arc very few arrests any more
for violating the ordinance againsl smoking

v ollowing the cru¡ ade against toi co ca tv
Voliva's onslaught againsl the wearing by
women of Georgette cr« pt o oth« r trai sparen!
wamts. low-necked, hort sleeved dresses or

abbreviated skirts. The results h r« n re just
as pleasing to the Zionites as the tobacco cru
sad<\ but a trifle mor« xpensive to the c

Young women weaning the prevailing style
didn't relish the idd© of disagreeabl« police
cells and brought suit; for damages, and m
of them collected, but the wearing of what tl *

Zionites termed "indecent and vulgar" cloth¬
ing was discouraged.

Voliva's campaign against opposing r< -

ions, however, was much moro picture sque thai
either of the others. This took the form of a

signboard war. The independent opened up
.i church and built themselves a signb ard .''

nouncing Voliva in particular and all Zi« nite
in genera!. Voliva retaliated. Th« were
\urned or chopped down by opposing warriors
and others took their places, and then, acros
'he street from the rival institution Voliva
erected the following masterpi«

This is not indifferent. Thai wretched look¬
ing old dilapidated thing across the str«
look at it.was placed then by a little bund
of idiots and lunatic.-. They have pimple
where they ought to have heads. The;.- vainly
imagine that they can destroy Zion! God and
ail of the Zion people are laughing at them!
Some of their same bunch broke open th«
vault in the brick building across the street,
mutilated the election tally sheets, attempted
to steal the election, and wen kicked out into
the street by ;« mandamus of th« Suprem«
Court of the State of Illinois. Most of th«
statements are absolute lies! Their invita
Lion ¡7 a sufficient warning I all persons,
except the loyal Zion people, to keep away
from this city as a place of business and resi¬
dence! This city is the private home f Icyal
Zion people, and outsiders who had any sens«
would not live in a "barbarous" town a «wn

"years behind the times," "a town ruled by
Voliva".a town where a redhot war j> raging
and will continue to rage day and night until
Zion peep!" win a final and complete victory.
Tn conclusion, pay no attention to tl is bunch
of traiter?, '¡'hey are e\ae;l like their old
board.badly cracked. W. G. VOLIVA.

This campaign died out, things in Zi in Cit;
quiet« d down a little, and then it all b i ko
ut in a new place. Voliva discovi red that
some of the restaurants were selling the "flesl
of swine" and an independent opened up a

drug st' ro in the city. But bu'li -...-. the way
of the short drcs cs and lobac«

Voliva Versus Drugs,
A Settle Won

The drug store owner put a big sign on th«3
side of his store calling attention to the fact
that he was running a drug store and that his
drug st« re had made Zion CiTy famous. The
would-be dictator of the city, the sign said,
poní 525,000 to put him out of business, bul

the store vas still operating and carrying a

full ilne of paient medicines, cigars and to¬
bacco. The sign called attention to the fart
that you can .-mole in Zion City and advised
patrons t pay no attention Lo those who try
to stop you-"they are only bluffing."

Under the term:, of the leases in Zion City
no one owns any property but the overseer.

who in this casf happened to be Voliva. By
the payment of money land can be leased for
1,100 year:-. These leases make it possible for
the overseer to enforce his laws. But by soma

means the drug store owner had managed to

get a clear title to the land upon which his
: tore str.cd.

For days the battle over the drug stor«

waged, but at last it terminated in f*»'0r of
Mr. Voiiva. He bought the drug «tore, and
the drugs, medicine and cigars were moved
out. There is no drug store in Zion City now.

To-day Zion City is a model city.for Zion¬
ites. If you o_ey the Ten Commandments and
a few ethers now in force you are welcome.
If not you can get out; you are not wanted.
Perhaps some day the factories and the mills
and the lace works of the little city will draw-
enough "independents" and "non-believers"
there to keep a whip hand over the Zionites at
the city elections, and then things may change.
At the presen' writing, however, that day is.
not yet in sight, and Zion City, half way be¬
tween Chicago and Milwaukee, is a model city
.for Zionites.


